
The full day tour starts in the small museum at 137 Pillars House, 
includes historic highlights in Chiang Mai and travels to Lampang.  
Along the way, your private guide illuminates this fascinating trip

with old photographs and accounts of the time.

TALES AND TRAILS
OF THE TEAK WALLAHS

The price of tour is THB 6,000++ per person (minimum for two persons 
for this private tour) including transportation by private vehicle,

an English-speaking guide, meals, drinking water and entrance fees. 
The day tour programme will start from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

and is offered daily. Advance reservation is required.

For more information please call +66 (0)53 247 788 or email fo@137pillarshouse.com



CHIANG MAI

The Consul’s Garden
The former residence of W.A.R. Wood,

Chiang Mai’s most famous British consul.
It is located on the Ping River and comprises
three houses built by British Consul Wood. 

Wat Ket Museum 
Jack Bain was the son of William G. Bain who was
once the manager of the Borneo Company Limited.
Jack himself spent a total of twenty-two years with

the Borneo Company Limited then worked for
the Siam City Bank for nine years prior to his retirement.

He founded the Wat Ket Museum in 2001. 

Chansom Memorial Bridge (Khua Kaek) 
Located in the Khua Kula, the first bridge over

the Ping River was destroyed by teak logs in 1932.
The iconic footbridge was constructed in 1965

and reconstructed in 2013-2016. 

The Ancient Lanna House
The Ancient House was built in 1867 and

belonged to Grandmother Moung Kham Suaysuwan,
a Burmese logging contractor. 

The Gymkhana Club
Situated in the heart of the city on 102 rail

of beautiful parkland, the Chiang Mai
Gymkhana club was founded in 1898 

by employees of the Borneo Company Limited,
Bombay Burmah Trading Corporation, the British
Consul at Chiang Mai and the British Vice Consul

at Nan - ‘the objective of the club shall be the
encouragement of sport in Northern Siam’.



LAMPANG
Louis House

This iconic house was the office of the
Louis T. Leonowens Company, a company that 

was involved in the teak industry. 

Forestry
Department office

In 1895 the Thai government established the 
Forestry Department to oversee the management 

of the national forests. They appointed Briton 
Herbert Slade as its first director. The building

is more than 100 years old. 

Horse Cart Museum
Introduced by the British and Burmese, 

the custom of horse drawn carts remains
a present-day attraction in Lampang and fine 

examples can be seen at the horse cart
“museum” which also acts as a repair shop. 

Ban Sao Nak
Built in 1895, Ban Sao Nak is a wooden house 

blending Burmese and Lanna architecture.
It is now a private museum. 

Railway Station
The Lampang Railway Station was opened

in 1916 and is considered the most beautiful 
station in North Thailand. 

Wat Phra Keow Don Tao
Wat Phra Kaew Don Tao is the most

important temple of Lampang and combines 
Lanna, Burmese and Shan styles. 

Rachadapisek Bridge
This beautiful historic bridge

was constructed in 1917. 

Bombay House
One of the original houses of

the Bombay Burmah Trading Corporation
(BBTC) compound. 

Lampang Sports Club
Founded in 1906 by BBTC employee Evan 

Miller, the club flourished until World War II.  
After the war the club was never revived and 

gave way to today’s public park. 



Dr. Marion Alphonso Cheek (1852-95) 
The most colourful and controversial missionary doctor in Chiang Mai's history, Dr. 
Cheek arrived in 1875 but soon became involved in the teak and construction business. 
Before starting his own company, he was hired as an agent of the Borneo Company. 

David Fleming Macfie (1870-1945) 
Macfie worked for the Borneo Company Limited from 1893 until 1927. He was one of the 
founders of the Gymkhana Club and distinguished himself by donating a rare white 
elephant to King Rama VII during the king visited to Chiang Mai in 1927. Macfie was 
interned in Bangkok during World War II and died four months after the end of the war 
and is buried at the Foreign Cemetery. 

William Bain (1882 - 1958) 
Educated at Harrow and of Scottish decent, Bain worked for the Borneo Company 
Limited for many years, eventually buying the compound which included 137 Pillars 
House, now the recreational heart of 137 Pillars House. Like his contemporaries, Bain 
was interned in Bangkok during World War II.  In his later years, he came out of 
retirement again working for the Borneo Company Limited and on his passing was laid to 
rest at the Foreign Cemetery. 

William Alfred Rae Wood (WAR Wood) (1878-1970) 
Wood spent 74 of his 92 years in Thailand. He is Chiang Mai’s best-known British consul 
and among his many accomplishments, was author of several books. His diplomatic work 
took him to Nan, Chiang Rai, Songhkhla, Lampang and Chiang Mai. Interned in Bangkok 
during World War II, he returned to resume his retirement in Chiang Mai and is buried 
at the Foreign Cemetery. 

Louis Thomas Gunnis Leonowens (1856-1919) 
Son of Anna Leonowens, famous as a tutor of King Chulalongkorn of Siam (Thailand), 
Louis is one of the most interesting personalities involved in the teak industry. Following 
his time at the Borneo Company Limited he founded a Thai trading company the still 
bears his name, Louis T. Leonowens (Thailand) Ltd. 

137 PILLARS HOUSE
2 Soi 1, Nawatgate Road, Tambon Watgate, Muang Chiang Mai 50000 Thailand
T: +66 (0) 53 247 788   E: info@137pillarshouse.com  www.137pillarschiangmai.com 

Terms and Conditions:

• Transportation by private AC vehicle 
• English speaking guide
• Sightseeing as indicated
• Meals as indicated 
• Drinking water
• Entrance fees
• Medical insurance

Not Included: 

• Accommodation
• Drinks other than water
• Personal expenses
• Tips
• Other expenses that are not
 mentioned in the itinerary

THE PERSONALITIES


