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137 Pillars Hotels & Resorts Partners with the Elephant Nature Park Chiang Mai 
Raising Funds and Awareness for Elephant Conservation and Reforestation 

Launched on World Elephant Day : 12 August 2021 
 

 
 
 

National Symbol 
Elephants are the national symbol of Thailand and represent strength, loyalty, endurance and intelligence.  These magnificent animals 
have a long history in Thai society and many locals believe that walking under one will bring you luck.  The white elephant which is 
more pink in colour, signifies royalty in the Kingdom.  According to Buddhist tradition, on the eve of Buddha’s birth, his mother 
dreamed she was given a lotus flower by a white elephant.  
 
The Elephant Nature Park  
The Elephant Nature Park (ENP) is a rescue and rehabilitation sanctuary in Chiang Mai and was  founded by Ms Sangduen Chailert (K. 
Lek) in 1996 who still runs it today.  K. Lek is affectionately known as the Elephant Whisperer.  She has dedicated her life to this 
important work and has a deep connection with each of the animals under her care.  There are currently 130 rescued elephants at 
the park (as of July 2021) as well as a number of rescued cats, dogs, buffaloes and other species which they also care for.  Six baby 
elephants have been born since the park opened.  
 
Part of their mission statement includes reforestation and since the park opened, over 100,000 trees have been planted in the Mae 
Taeng forest area where the park is located.  Species include 13 types of perennial plants including Albizia Lebbeck, Ficus, Banyan 
Trees, Acacia, Poecilia and Pterocarpus Macrocarpus. 
 
Partnership with 137 Pillars Hotels & Resorts 
The partnership came about when Anne Arrowsmith, Corporate General Manager for 137 Pillars Hotels & Resorts, was asked to 
showcase some of the unique aspects of Chiang Mai for a Thailand segment on The Today Show with Hoda and Jenna – a popular 
morning TV show in the USA.   Anne chose the ENP because of its authentic ethos and because it doesn’t allow the elephants to be 
ridden.  What she thought would be a day’s filming turned out to be a very spiritual experience as she met several of the elephants 
and interviewed K. Lek for the programme.  Anne wanted to share this deeply meaningful, authentic experience with her hotel guests 
and to create a long-term partnership with the park to raise money to support the important work that K. Lek and her team do on a 
daily basis.  
 
Launching on World Elephant Day, 12 August 2021 , 137 Pillars Hotels & Resorts will offer guests at both hotels an option to donate 
to ENP on check in with either a nominal amount of TBH100, 300 or 700 per night as they choose (based on 137 Pillars name) or a 
larger one-off donation if they prefer.  90% of donations will go to elephant conservation and 10% to reforestation.  ENP will send a 
receipt and certificate to each donor. 

 
Built in the late 1800’s 137 Pillars House once served as the headquarters for the Borneo Company who logged teak out of the jungle 
using elephants.  While today both deforestation and using elephants in this manner are deeply inappropriate, sadly at the time this 
was not only acceptable but welcomed in the name of progress.  
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“It seems very appropriate that we should form this long-term partnership with ENP to raise funds for the rescue and protection of 
these magnificent animals and to help to raise global awareness of the need to do so, as well as to be involved in reforestation of the 
area”, said Anne Arrowsmith, Corporate General Manager.   
 
A comprehensive booklet on the partnership and ENP’s work, including stories on two recent elephant rescues will  be placed in each 
suite in Bangkok and Chiang Mai which guests are able to keep as a souvenir.  A themed thank you gift will be given to all donors and 
elephant themed souvenirs will be available in the boutique, from which proceeds will be donated.   
  
Guests can choose from a range of tours and experiences at ENP from a half day to full day which include the following activities:   
 
Skywalk ‘Hands Off’ Area:  Watch the herd of rescued elephants roam freely as they socialize, eat and play in their natural 
surroundings including the nearby river, custom built pools and mud pit (who doesn’t love a mud pit)     
 
Observe the Herd: Take a walk around the park and observe the elephants in their chosen herds and learn about their stories and 
special needs.  
 
Lunch: Enjoy a delicious and varied vegetarian lunch including Asian and Western delights.  
 
Elephant Bathing: Walk with your tour guide and the elephants to the river that borders the park and watch these gentle giants from 
the river bank as they splash around and play 
 
Observe Interaction: Observe the elephants socializing in their herds and playing in the mud pit or covering themselves with sand 
after bathing in the river.  
 
Visit Rescued Animals: Visit the Dog Project and learn about our rescued dogs and our dog adoption program. Visit Cat Kingdom and 
learn about our rescued cats. Visit other rescued animals at the park including buffalos and horses 
 
What to Bring: One small day pack per person with a hat, sunscreen, sturdy walking shoes, camera, bug repellent, refillable water 
bottle, (rain jacket in the green season, May - October) 
 
What’s Included: 
Vegetarian lunch, return road transfers, admission fees and park tour guide.   
 
Cost 
Tours start from Baht 3500 (USD110 approx) per person 
Children – Baht 1750 (USD 55 approx) per person (2-11 years) 
Prices are subject to 10% service charge and 7% value added tax 
 
Handbook - to read the Elephant Handbook flipbook format, please click on the link https://anyflip.com/nzjow/kdnv/  

 
How to Donate: 
Make a donation to this important and worthy cause, please click  
http://spot.fund/137PillarsENP 
 
 
For more information and reservations, or to make a donation, please contact 137 Pillars Hotels & Resorts on: 
 
Tel:                      +66 53 249 339 

Email:                  stay@137pillarshotels.com  

Website:             www.137pillarshotels.com 

 
ENDS 

Media Contact: 
Lee Sutton, Dynamic PR & Events 
Tel:  +65 8323 1240 
Email:  lee.sutton@dynamicpr.com.sg 
Web:    www.dynamicpr.co 
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